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Individual and Society in Western Political Thought: An Introduction 
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本科生 硕士生 博士生 
Undergraduate Master Doctoral student 
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English
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Preferably a class in political philosophy, social philosophy, or ethics 
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Lecture, class discussion, close reading of examples 
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Continuous assessment, participation：30%
Final Examination：70% 
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2 credits 
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Professor of Political and Social Philosophy at Utrecht University, Bert van den Brink (1964), studied and worked at Utrecht University, Nijmegen University, Tilburg University (in the Netherlands), and Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main (Germany). He has been a guest lecturer and researcher at Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main, and at Herzliya, Israel. From 1999-2004 he was a research fellow of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences. He is currently Associate Dean of the Humanities at Utrecht University, and has been Head of Department and Director of Studies in Philosophy at the same university.

Van den Brink did his Ph.D. in Philosophy at Utrecht in 1997 (highest distinction). This resulted in the book publication The Tragedy of Liberalism (State University of New York Press, 2000). He worked on the debates on individualism and society between liberals and communitiarians and co-edited Buergergesellschaft, Recht und Demokratie (Suhrkamp, 1995, with Willem van Reijen). He also worked on the notion of practical reasoning, which resulted in the co-edited work, Reasons of One's Own (Ashgate, 2004, with Maureen Sie and Marc Slors). He co-edited a book on the philosophy of Frankfurt philosopher Axel Honneth, Recognition and Power (Cambridge University Press, 2007, 2010, with David Owen). Van den Brink is the author of numerous articles and book chapters on the political philosophy of liberalism, democracy, Frankfurt School, Critical Theory, multiculturalism, and theories of recognition and power in contemporary social philosophy.
He has fifteen plus years of expertise as a university lecturer and professor and has taught at all levels - from undergraduate to Ph.D. students - in political and social philosophy, ethics, anthropology, and aesthetics.
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Conducted in English, this course is an introduction to the role of the concepts of individual and society in Western political thought. Western societies are often seen as strongly individualistic in their political and social relations, but what does that mean? The course approaches this question from two angles.
First there is the ontological question as to the dependence of the individual on firm social relations for its own personal development. Classic authors such as Thomas Hobbes and John Locke may have neglected this ontological dimension in their work; modern liberal-democratic authors have debated these issues in the 1980s in the so-called 'liberalism-communitarianism' debate. Work by John Rawls, Michael Sandel, Charles Taylor, and Juergen Habermas will be discussed. The central question is whether a strong, responsible individual member of society can exist without a strong loyalty towards larger society. We will find that the political theory of liberal democracy is much less individualistic in its assumptions than is often thought. Individualism is a cultural practice and political program rather than a natural given. 
Second there is the normative question as to the importance of legal institutions that protect the status of the individual as a rights bearer in social, political and economic relations. Work from Hobbes, Rousseau, Kant and Marx will be studied in order to gain an overview of the variety of classical positions in Western political thought. From the Twentieth Century, authors such as Hannah Arendt, John Rawls, Juergen Habermas, Axel Honneth, and Will Kymlicka will be discussed. Here the main question is on which grounds members of liberal-democratic societies can claim individual freedom in economic, social, political and cultural matters. We will look closely at debates about multiculturalism in Western societies. It has proven far more difficult than the liberal paradigm expected to accommodate cultural and ethnic difference within modern democratic societies. 
At the end of the course, students have a good introductory overview of the main positions in liberal-democratic political theory and its history. There is a great variety of positions to find. The course does not promote a particular one; it rather enables the student to find his or her way through the literature and to judge for herself which are the most reasonable and attractive positions.
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针对每个作者，会节选其著作中的小片断（5页）。讲座教授将对该文摘及其与“个人与社会”这个主题的相关性，进行阐释。而且课程还会留有足够空间，讨论、比较中国和亚洲与西方之间对“个人与社会”的不同观点。
From each author, small excerpts (5 pp.) will be selected. Lectures by the professor explain and interpret these excerpts and their relevance for the theme of individual and society. There will be much room for discussion and comparison between Chinese and Asian understandings of individual and society and Western views.
1. Introduction – Definitions: Individual and society
导论-----定义：个人与社会
2. Human nature and social freedom (Aristotle vs. Thomas Hobbes)
人的天性和社会自由（亚里士多德和托马斯？霍布斯 ）
3. Contract & freedom for the individual (John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau)
契约和个人自由（洛克和卢梭）
4. Enlightenment & Freedom of Speech (Immanuel Kant)
启蒙运动和言论自由（康德）
5. Freedom and Recognition(G.W.F. Hegel)
自由和观念（黑格尔）
6. Freedom and Alienation (Marx)
自由和异化（马克思）
7. Individual and the Masses (Alexis de Tocqueville and John Stuart Mill)
个人和群众（托克维尔和约翰？斯图尔特？密尔）
8. Individual, working class, citizenship (Hannah Arendt)
个人，工人阶级，公民身份（阿伦特）
9. The Original Position of Modern Liberalism (John Rawls)
现代自由主义最初的观点（罗尔斯）
10. Communitarianism and the Critique of Liberalism (Michael Sandel)
社群主义和对自由主义的批判（ 迈克尔？桑德尔 ）
11. Individual, Community, and Fundamental Rights (Charles Taylor)
个人、社区和基本权利（查尔斯？泰勒）
12. Multiculturalism, Ethnicity, and Toleration (Will Kymlicka) 
多元文化主义，族群和宽容（威尔 ？吉姆利卡）
13. Redistribution and Recognition (Nancy Fraser and Axel Honneth) 
再分配与承认（ 弗雷泽和霍耐特）
14. Democracy as a continuous struggle (James Tully; Michel Foucault)
民主作为一场持续的斗争（ 詹姆斯？塔利和米歇尔？福柯）
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Manuscript by Bert van den Brink in which the relevance of the text excerpts for the theme of Individual and Society in Western Political Thought is analyzed. 
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Mulhall and Swift, Liberals & Communitarians, Blackwell, 1996. 
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