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An appropriate understanding of English 
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Lecture, class discussion, close reading of examples 
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（1）Continuous assessment, participation：30%
（2）Final Examination：70%
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2 credits 
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Dr Ayla Göl is a Senior Lecturer in the Department of International Politics and Deputy Director of Graduate School, Aberystwyth University. Dr Göl holds degrees from the London School of Economic and Political Science, University of London (LSE) and University of Ankara, Turkey. She was previously a Visiting Scholar at the Centre of Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, the University of Cambridge. Before joining the Department of International Politics in Aberystwyth University, she worked as a Lecturer in the Department of International Relations at LSE. Prior to this appointment, she was the inaugural John Vincent Visiting Fellow at the Department of International Relations, Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, Australian National University. She was awarded a Postgraduate Certificate in Teaching in Higher Education in 2009. Her positive contributions in terms of excellence in teaching and initiating the development of new courses with the innovative use of educational technology have been recognised by a British International Studies Association (BISA/CSAP) Teaching Award for Excellence in Teaching International Studies for 2011, and Teaching Excellence Award from Aberystwyth University in 2010. She is a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (HEA) in the UK since 2010.  Dr Göl’s research and teaching interests are the study of international relations, with a particular regional focus on the Middle East and Turkish politics. Dr Göl is especially interested in examining how the theories of International Relations can be applied for the better understanding of political experiences in the Middle East. She is the author of Turkey Facing East: Islam, Modernity and Foreign Policy, Manchester University Press, 2013 as well as several articles, including publications on developing new teaching pedagogies in Islamic studies and international relations. 
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This course is an introduction to the International Relations of the Middle East in contemporary politics.  We will aim to understand the relationship between religion and politics in the Middle East and its implications for international politics. Students first will be introduced to the history of the Middle East with an emphasis on the legacy of the Ottoman Empire and creation of the modern state system. We will then examine the four case-studies of Iran, Israel, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey. Different trajectories of the relationship between religion and foreign policy will be discussed with reference to the key issues of international politics such as the rise of political Islam, secularism, democratization and terrorism. We will then examine the impact of these key issues on the international relations of the modern Middle East since 9/11 such as the Islamic threat, the ‘clash of civilizations’, the Islamic ‘terrorism’ and the Arab spring and its implications for regional politics. The course will conclude by examining the contemporary crisis of the Syrian civil war and the Kurdish question in the Middle East.This course learning objectives are both general and subject specific. By the end of the course, students will be able critically examine the relationship between religion and politics from a comparative perspective; understand contemporary theories and debates on the resurgence of religion in regional and international politics; demonstrate, through written work an ability to apply these theoretical perspectives to current issues relating to the complexity of Middle Eastern politics; compare the major religions of Middle East and distinguish them as belief systems, modern ideologies and political movements in the region. 
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Part 1: History of the Middle East
2. The legacy of the Ottoman Empire
3. Religion and politics
4. Secularism and Democracy
5. Women in the Middle East
Part 2: Modern politics
6. Iran and the Islamic Revolution
7. Saudi Arabia and Wahabism
8. Turkey and secular nationalism
9. Israel in the Middle East
Part 3: Contemporary crises
10. The Islamic Threat and the ‘Clash of Civilizations’
11. Al-Qaida and ‘Islamic’ Terrorism since 9/11
12. The Arab Spring 
13. The Kurdish Question
14. Conclusion: 
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Sorensen, David (2013) An Introduction to the Modern Middle East (Westwiew) 
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