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Law students and economics students with an advanced level of English may participate in this course. No other prerequisites apply. 
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Lectures will be taught employing a hybrid teaching style that combines (continental European) ex cathedra lecturing and the inductive case method used in U.S. law schools and elsewhere. Students will be required to read the assigned materials in advance of the lectures, and should be ready to discuss legal and legal-economic problems that are examined in those materials. Students will be encouraged to develop their own analysis where appropriate, and to reflect critically on orthodox legal and economic assumptions. The emphasis will not be on a priori knowledge but on practical application of principles to concrete factual cases. 
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Students will have a choice with regard to the course exam. They may take either a written or oral exam, as they prefer. The exam will be in English. It will test students’ understanding of important concepts covered during the course and it will also test their ability to apply fundamental legal principles to concrete facts. 
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2 credits 
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Professor Marquis has been teaching law courses regularly since 2006. He has a PhD in European Union and International Law; two other post-graduate law degrees (J.D., magna cum laude, and an LL.M) as well as a bachelor’s degree (B.A.) in Political Science. In addition to his academic work he practiced law full-time for five years in the United States and in Belgium. He has been a member of the New York and New Jersey bars since 1999. He is the Co-Director of the European Competition Law and Policy Workshop in Florence and the Co-Director and co-founder of the Rome Antitrust Forum. He has lectured regularly to competition authorities and to national judges that decide competition law cases.
He published a monograph in 2001 and seven edited books from 2003 to 2014, with others in preparation. He has been publishing articles and chapters in prominent journals and books for 17 years. Apart from European competition law he has published works on the competition laws of China, Japan and the United States. His native language is English, and he is fluent in Italian. 
He has academic-level Italian and French writing skills, and has published works in both of these languages. He is an editor on the board of the Italian law journal Mercato Concorrenza Regole (Market, Competition and Regulation). 
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The course begins with a brief economic, historical and comparative introduction to competition law. It then turns to a more specific examination of European Union competition law and covers: the institutions responsible for decision-making (authorities and courts); the relevant legal framework governing procedures and institutional interaction, and the principal corresponding legal rules and concepts in this field of law.
The experiences of other jurisdictions – including those of China and of the United States – will also be taken into account and will serve as points of reference and comparison. Among other themes, the course will also include an introduction to the EU merger control regime and an introduction to the EU state aid rules. As explained above, much of the material will be learned through the study of concrete cases. The aim of the course is to provide students with a solid understanding of the rationales, governing principles and analytical techniques associated with modern competition law and policy – predominantly but not exclusively from a European perspective. 
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I. Introduction to competition law: economic, historical and comparative perspectives
II. Relevant decision-making institutions in Europe
III. Institutional interaction and enforcement
IV. Legal rules and principles
- (a) Agreements that restrict competition
- (b) Abuse of a dominant position
V. Sanctions and remedies
VI. Merger control: competence and substantive assessment
VII. State aid control
VIII. The future trajectory of EU competition law
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(1) Alison Jones and Brenda Sufrin, EU Competition Law: Text, Cases and Materials, 5th Edition, Oxford University Press, 2014; and 
(2) Other materials to be distributed during lectures.
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Other than the readings described above, no additional reading will be assigned. However, students may wish to consult other publications in the area of competition law and policy for their further enlightenment. Among others, the following books may be of interest: 
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