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Lectures, discussions, and group work will be combined 
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Master’s degree from KTH Royal Institute of Technology, Sweden (1998), PhD degree from Lund University, Sweden (2005).Associate Professor at the Division of History of Science, Technology and Environment at KTH Royal Institute of Technology since 2009.Guest researcher at the Institute for Advanced Study in the Social Sciences and Humanities (NIAS), Netherlands Royal Academy of Sciences in 2010. Young International Scientist at the Institute for the History of Natural Sciences, Chinese Academy of Sciences, 2013-2014 academic year. His main research is on energy and other natural resources in international and historical perspective. His book Red Gas: Russia and the Origins of European Energy Dependence (Palgrave Macmillan, 2013) won the Marshall D. Shulman Book Prize in 2014. 
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This course introduces students, including undergraduates and graduates, to thehistory of natural resources in global perspective. There will be 8 lectures in total. Each lecture, except the first and the last ones, will be organized around two specific natural resources. The following resources will be discussed: water, ice, wood, salt, sulfur, iron, copper, coal, petroleum, natural gas, uranium, and aluminum. For each resource, the following themes are discussed: shifting resource uses (in what ways has the resource been important for society historically?); spiritual and religious aspects; resource scarcity and abundance; shifting geographical patterns of extraction; local and global conflicts over resource extraction;and resource extraction as cause of and solution to environmental problems. The course combines lectures with group discussions and exercises. 
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Syllabus: A World History of Natural Resources

Course requirements:

1) Literature summaries (25%)
Before each lecture (except the first and last ones), every student is requested to hand in a one-page summary of the readings assigned to the lecture. The teacher will prepare guidelines for how to write the summary. In class, the summaries will be taken as point of departure for further discussions. 

2) Individual essay(50%)
The individual essay will be the main form of examination in this course. Every student is asked to choose one of the specific natural resources covered by the course and write an essay about it in English language around 1000-2000 words in length. The essay can be based on the course literature and additional sources. The teacher will assist in helping students find additional sources.  

3) In-class presentations (25%)
The last lecture will mainly be devoted to student presentations of their essays. Every student is requested to give a 10-minute presentation. Every student will also be asked to comment on the essay of one other student.

4) Attendance
At least 75% attendance at lectures ismandatory. Students who miss more than 25% of lectures will be given additional assignments. 
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Hugh Aldersey-Williams: Periodic Tales: A Cultural History of the Elements, from Arsenic to Zinc
1-2selected chapters each from the following books (texts will be made available to all students a few weeks before the course starts):
Joachim Radkau: Wood: A History
Mark Kurlansky: Salt: A World History
Barbara Freese: Coal: A Human History
Michael Welland: Sand: The Never-Ending Story
Gerald Kutney: Sulfur: History, Technology, Applications & Industry
Mariana Gosnell: Ice: The Nature, the History, and the Uses of an Astonishing Substance
Daniel Yergin: The Prize: The Epic Quest for Oil, Money and Power
Mimi Sheller: Aluminum Dreams: The Making of Light Modernity
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