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English
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Preferably some basic humane or social science background, sufficient English to follow and participate in class discussion 
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Lecture, class discussion, TV show clips on related topics, reading of examples
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(1) Continuous assessment, participation：30%
(2) Final Examination：70%
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2 credits 
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Juhua Yang is a Professor of Demography at the Center for Population and Development Studies, School of Sociology and Demography, Rennin University of China. Her current research focuses on social wellbeing and its articulation with social change (e.g., population change, social transition and economic transformation). Specifically, she is interested in the determinants and consequences of internal migration (e.g., the wellbeing of the family and individuals involved), changes in marriage patterns and family, as well as gender issues throughout individuals’ life course, and public policy related to individual and family wellbeing in China. Broadly, she asks how individuals respond to socioeconomic and political changes at the macro level; how macro change may reshape household contexts where individuals are embedded and interact. She has recently published books of Population Change and Poverty among the Elderly (2011), Fertility Policy and Sex Ratio at Birth in China (first author, 2 
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This course looks at the family, its structures, and functions with a focus on the sociological theory and research on marriage, kinship systems, components of mate selection, intimate relationships, and child-rearing practices, among other issues, both historically and in contemporary Chinese society. Life course approach will be the guiding theory. The family is examined in historical perspective and in relation to social change. By instructions, reading, TV shows and class discussion, students are expected to learn the origin, evolution and changing patterns of marriage and family, as well as alternative values, customs, and sub-institutional mechanisms. Specifically, 
1. Apply major sociological theories to examples of the various issues affecting marriage and the family, and identify current research methods that are utilized for the investigation of issues affecting marriage and the family. 
2. Identify and evaluate gender socialization and gender norms/expectations as they relate to marriage and the family. 
3. Compare and contrast the family structure historically and in present day society. 
4. Compare and contrast cultural expectations and pressures involved in singlehood, interpersonal attraction, marriage, and the family. 
5. Identify and evaluate issues of family conflict, divorce, and remarriage. 
By the end of the course, students are expected to be able to explain how and why the institution of marriage and family interacts and reacts to the larger society, utilize class concepts to support their opinions about marriage and family issues, and use relevant sociological theories and concepts to analyze critically a family in the media. 
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1.Classes 1 and 2: Introduction to Marriage and the Family: Theoretical Perspectives and Research Methods 2.Classes 3 and 4: Origin and Evolution of Marriage and Family 3.Classes 5 and 6: Gender socialization, love, sexuality, mate selection and marriage 4.Classes 7 and 8: Family function, structure and relations; family building and transition to parenthood 5.Classes 9 and 10: Childbearing and childrearing 6.Classes 11 and 12: Balancing work and family  7.Class 13: Divorce and Remarriage 8.Class 14: Families in Later Life 9.Class 15: Family violence 10.Class 16: Final 
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None 
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